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|^\ l\ An electronically controlled sealing tape 

dispenser A comprising: 

(a) a housing; 

(b) means disposed in said housing to select a 
fiJrst selected length of sealing tape to be 
dispensed; 

(c) mea\is disposed in said housing to dispense 
10 saiA first selected length of sealing tape; 

and \ 

(d) electnonic means to control dispensing of said 
first selected length of sealing tape. 
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15 2 . An electronically controlled sealing tape 

\ . . 

dispenser, as defined in Claim 1, further comprising: 

\ 

(a) an idler wheel fixedly mounted on an idler 
wheel shafV disposed in said housing, said 
idler wheeA being disposed so as to rotate as 

20 said first selected length of sealing tape is 

dispensed; and 

(b) means mounted\on said idler wheel shaft to 
measure rotatr^n of said idler wheel shaft and 
to output a signal to said electronic means 

25 representative of rotations of said idler 

wheel shaft. 

3. An electronically^ controlled sealing tape 
dispenser, as defined in Claim 2, wherein: said means 
30 mounted on said idler wheel comprises an optical 
encoder. 
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41 An electronically controlled sealing tape 
dispensed, as defined in Claim 1, further comprising: 

(a) \means to add or subtract an increment of 
\sealing tape length to or from said first 

selected length of sealing tape; and 

(b) means to double or halve length of said first 
selected length of sealing tape; 

and wherein A 

(c) sard means to double or halve length of said 
firOT: selected length of sealing tape also 
doubles or halves, respectively/ said 

• increment of sealing tape length. 

\ 

5. An ele^ctronically controlled sealing tape 
dispenser, as defi^ned in Claim 1, further comprising: 
means to automatically correct for errors in length of 
said first selected\ length of sealing tape* 

6. An electronically controlled sealing tape 
dispenser, as defined\yin Claim 5, further comprising: 
electronic memory which includes therein correction 
lengths as a function Af selected lengths of sealing 
tape . 

1. An electronica^lly controlled sealing tape 
dispenser, as defined in G^aim 1, further comprising: 
means to automatically dispense from said sealing tape 
dispenser a second selected\ length of sealing tape after 
said first selected length of sealing tape is removed 
and in response to said firstX selected length of sealing 
tape is removed from said elec;^ronically controlled 
sealing tape dispenser, without^ any other action on the 
part of an operator of said electronically controlled 
sealing tape dispenser, 



8. Xah electronically controlled sealing tape 
dispenser, ^s defined in Claim 1, wherein: said 
electronic means includes first electronic controls 
disposed in ^said housing. 

9. AnXelectronically controlled sealing tape 
dispenser, as defined in Claim 8, further comprising: 
remote second eVectronic controls operatively connected 
to said first electronic controls. 

10. a\ method of electronically controlling a 
sealing tape Vlispenser, comprising: 

(a) determining a first selected length of sealing 
tape^rE^ be dispensed; and 

(b) emplAy^ing electronic means to control 



dispensing of said first selected length of 
sealing \tape . 

11. A method of electronically controlling a 
sealing tape qispenser, as defined in Claim 10, further 
comprising: 

(a) proviViing an idler wheel fixedly mounted on an 
idler \wheel shaft disposed in a housing of 
said sealing tape dispenser, said idler wheel 
being dVsposed so as to rotate as said first 
selected^ length of sealing tape is dispensed; 
and 

(b) measuringXrotation of said idler wheel shaft 
and outputting a signal to said electronic 
means representative of rotations of said 
idler wheel s^aft. 

12. A method of electronically controlling a 
sealing tape dispenser, as^defined in Claim 11, further 
comprising: using an opticad encoded to measure rotation 
of said idler wheel shaft 
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13, A ntethod of electronically controlling a 
sealing tape dispenser, as defined in Claim 10, further 
comprising: 

(a) adding or subtracting an increment of sealing 
tape (li^gth to or from said first selected 
leng-mhl/of sealing tape; and 

(b) mean^f>/to double or halve length of said first 

\ 

selected length of sealing tape, including 

said incVement of sealing tape length. 
\ 

ll4 . A method of electronically controlling a 
sealing\tape dispenser, as defined in Claim 10, further 
comprising: automatically correcting for errors in 

15. \A method of electronically controlling a 
sealing tape dispenser, as defined in Claim 14, further 
comprising: ^employing an electronic memory which 
includes thertein correction lengths as a function of 

"""" """X 

16. A method of electronically controlling a 

sealing tape dispenser, as defined in Claim 10, further 

\ 

comprising: automatically dispensing from said sealing 

\ 

tape dispenser a second selected length of sealing tape 

\ ■ . 

after said first se>lected length of sealing tape is 

\ 

removed and in response to said first selected length of 
sealing tape being removed from said electronically 
controlled sealing tap^ dispenser, without any other 
action on the part of an operator of said electronically 
controlled sealing tape\^spenser . 

17. A method of electronically controlling a 
sealing tape dispenser, asNdefined in Claim 10, further 
comprising: providing said eSLectronic means including 
first electronic controls disposed in said housing. 



^8. A method of electronically controlling a 
sealing\tape dispenser, as defined in Claim 10, further 
comprising: providing remote second electronic controls 
operative\y connected to said first electronic controls, 

\ 



